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Introduction

This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of geography taught and learnt at Uplands
Primary School.

The policy has been drawn up as a result of staff discussion and has the full agreement of the Governing
Body. The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all teaching staff. The responsibility for
monitoring and review rests with the geography subject lead.

Our Aims
Through our teaching of geography we aim to:

stimulate pupils' interest in and curiosity about their surroundings

increase their knowledge and understanding of the changing world

encourage pupils to ask questions and propose solutions to environmental problems
develop pupils' competence in specific geographical skills

foster a sense of responsibility for the earth and its resources
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Through Geography we can also:

Improve pupils' skills in literacy, numeracy and ICT

Develop pupils' critical thinking skills

Promote pupils' awareness and understanding of gender, cultural, spiritual and moral issues
Develop pupils as active citizens fit for the 21 century

Promote our key concepts
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Entitlement

Geography is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. The fundamental knowledge, skills and
understanding of the subject are set out in the National Curriculum.

Geography provision in the Foundation Stage is linked to the six areas of learning; with particular relevance
to the area about knowledge and understanding.

All pupils are entitled to access the geography curriculum at a level appropriate to their needs arising from
race, gender, ability or disability. Fieldwork may have to be adapted to individual requirements.

Equal Opportunities

All chlldren s needs are carefully conS|dered when plannlng and work is adapted appropriately-usinga

v ildren. We recognise that geography
can prowde opportunities for children to Iearn about people and their environments from different
societies and cultures. Each child is valued, respected and challenged regardless of race, gender, religion,
social background, culture or disability.




STRATEGIES FOR THE TEACHING OF GEOGRAPHY

The teaching and learning of Geography is organised to follow a topic based cross-curricular approach, at
both Key Stages. A two-year rolling programme ensures coverage of the programmes of study and provides
continuity for the children. Opportunities for links with other subjects are used as much as possible,
especially in the basic skills of arumeraey-andliteraeymaths and English.

A variety of teaching approaches are used, which include:

TV programmes, videos, photographs and the internet;

fieldwork, visits to museums, sites and the local area;

presentations by the teacher;

discussion and debate;

individual and group investigation;

looking at the point of view of other cultures and different environments;
use of interactive white boards and internet materials;

themed role-play areas;
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When teaching geography we:
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Always explain what we want pupils to know, understand and be able to do through the geography
they are about to do

Relate back to our key concepts

Often use a key question to direct pupils' thinking / enquiry

Vary the resources and activities to ensure each pupil can learn effectively

Use knowledge recall activities to ensure students fully understand what they are learning, how
they learn and how well they are progressing.
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The role of the geography co-ordinator is to:

» Support colleagues in teaching the subject content and developing the detail within each unit.
» Renew, update and complement resources needed to deliver the curriculum, within budget
restraints.

Audit current practice.

Develop assessment and record keeping ensuring progression and continuity.

Keep abreast of developments in geography education and media usage.
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Assessment

We assess the children’s work in geography by making informal judgements as we observe the children
during lessons. Once the children complete a unit of work, we make a summary judgement of the work for
each pupil as to whether they have met the expectations of thatyette-ebtain-obtained-orexceeded-the
expectations-ef-the unit. We record the results in our assessment files and we use these to plan future
work, to provide the basis for assessing the progress of the child, and to pass information on to the next
teacher at the end of the year.

Monitoring and Evaluation

To monitor and evaluate the teaching and learning of geography, the co-ordinator does the following:
e Supports teachers via co-planning, team teaching, observing / giving feedback.
e Analyse children’s work and have conversations with groups of children about their learning.
e Monitors teachers' medium term planning.
® Reviews resource provision.
e \Works co-operatively with the SENCO.




e—Discusses regularly with the headteacher and (if applicable) the geography governor the progress

with implementing this policy in the school. Fe-meniterand-evaluategeography-thesubjectleader

wik:

Geegraphy-Coerdinater-James Powell
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